Name: _______________________________

Hour:  ___________

Score: _____

Indian Empire Stations WS
Directions: As you go around to each station, fill out the missing information and answer the questions.  All the information you need will be at the station.  .  

Station 1:  Geography of Ancient India
1. Where does the Indus River begin? How long is it? __________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Support with Evidence from the Text- Support the following sentence with evidence in the form of a direct quote from the text: The Indus River is expansive, crossing many lands. Make sure to place the sentence chosen in quotes quotation marks when you write it down. __________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Draw a quick sketch of the Indus Valley Civilization and label four physical features.
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Station 2: Achievements in Indus River Valley
1. Support with Evidence from the Text-Support the following sentence with evidence in the form of a direct quote from the text: The Indus Valley people had well organized cities. Make sure to place the sentence chosen in quotes when you write it down. __________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Which is the most impressive achievement of the Harappan Culture? Explain your answer. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Station 3: Economy in Indus River Valley
1. Why is it important to have wheeled transportation? __________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Thinks about it: How did the natural resources of the Indus Valley Civilization aid the strong economy of the Harappan people? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Station 4: Leadership and Religion of Indus River Valley
1. According to the text, what is known about Harrapan government?

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Why do you think the Indus people would have worshipped bulls?

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Provide evidence from the text in the form of an excerpt (portion of text) that supports the idea that Hinduism began in India.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

4. Why is there a lack of evidence to support that the Indo-Aryans attacked?
__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Station 5: Government, Economy and Social Classes of Indo-Aryan Civilization
 1. What evidence supports that the Aryans were probable attackers of the Harappan civilization?

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Why was cattle so important in the Aryan culture?
__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Use the following terms to describe the caste system the Indo-Aryans brought to India: Brahmans, Kshatriyas, Vaisyas, Sandras, Pariahs.
__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Station 6: Religion of Indo-Aryan Civilization
1. Why are the Vedas an important religious text for historians?

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Explain how reincarnation, karma and castes are related to each other

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Compare and Contrast: Describe one similarity and one difference of Buddhism and Hinduism.
__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Station 7: Government of Mauryan Empire
1. According to the text Mauryan King Changragupta was a harsh leader, “who used brutality to oppress the people into order.” What does the word oppress most likely mean in that sentence?

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

2. How did Chandragupta ensure a strong, centralized government in India (two ways)?

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Explain two ways King Ashoka created an organized way of leadership.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Station 8: Achievements of the Gupta Empire
1. What caused the decline of the Mauryan Empire?

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Describe three achievements of the Ancient Gupta Empire. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Use evidence from the text in the form of a direct excerpt (portion of text) that supports the idea that the Gupta had long-lasting achievements

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

4. Connect to today: Explain why even today many Hindus are vegetarian (HINT: Hindus believe in reincarnation).
__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Station 9: Growth of Trade in the Gupta Empire
1. What goods were traded during the Gupta period? 
__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

2. If you were a Chinese merchant, what items might you receive in a trade with an Indian merchant?
__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________
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After you have completed all the stations, return to your seat and answer the following questions in 4-5 complete sentences.  Use the information in this packet to help you. You can also refer to Chapter 8.3-8.4 (p.233-241) to help you.
· In your opinion, do you think Chandragupta’s policies were wise?  Explain and support your opinion.
· In your opinion, why was the Gupta form of government effective? Explain and support your opinion.
· Which Indian Empire would you have preferred to live in? Explain and support your opinion.
